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Pinky Riet made history at Impala Platinum Limited’s (Impala) 
Rustenburg operation when she became the first woman miner at 
its No 6 Shaft in late 2007.  She confirmed her aptitude for this 
groundbreaking position when during January 2008, she (together 
with her team) achieved 420 centares in 17 shifts (for the short 
December month), matching the current average of male-only 
teams.  Pinky and her team achieved 525 centares for the March 
2008 measuring month. 
 
Pinky is a single 26 years old woman miner and before joining 
Impala in November 2007 she worked for Harmony Gold Mine in 
Orkney.  She started her mining career in 2005 at Buffelsfontein 
Mine as a learner miner and obtained her Blasting Certificate in 
May 2006 at Mponeng Anglo Gold Mine in Carletonville.   
 
She says: “My focus will be on safely achieving production targets 
and I challenge my fellow women colleagues to do the same.  My 
goal is to become a mine manager within the next five years”. 
 
Lebo Marumole, mine manager at 6 shaft, says: “I am very proud 
of Pinky’s performance.  She has been an inspiration to other 
women in the industry and to date has had no lost time injuries in 
her team.”  
 
Shadwick Bessit, Executive Director: Rustenburg Operations says: 
“Pinky is a great example of what women can achieve and we 
value her contribution as a member of the Impala team.  She is 
evidence that our Women in Mining initiative is producing people of 
high calibre.” 
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